By E. de Laureal Slevin

CAREER that ran in a devious circle
for forty years came to a close the
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Not more than five feet in height Pote
the powerful, thickset frame typical of
Gallego peasant. His large heam was
on a very short neck between heavy,
ped up, rounded shoulders, reminding
of a spapping turtle, a resemblanie no.
belied by the cruel wide mouth and gutier-
fng little black eyes. His nose was loug,
thin and predacious. The coarse biack hair
which he wore clipped short stood erect like
bristles, until grizzled and thinned by the
years and driven back from the sloping
brow and temples. Until, in very recent
gears, his large sctivities in the banking
world caused him to visit New York, where
he was forced to & certain recognition of
the conventions, he went about Havana
eollariess, coatless and batless, his costume
conaisting of coarse shoes, ill-fitting trousers
beld up with a narrow strapin lieu of belt
and a blue “‘hickory’” shirt. So attired be
entered the ofices of the leading lawyers,
merchants, bankers and even invaded the
presidential palace and the departments to
give his orders to cabinet ministers who owed
bim money. So attired he received in his
own house congressmen or senators for
whom be had sent to demand of them legisla-
tion that he desired or to warn them against
the enactment of measures contrary to his
{nterests. They owed him money—in many
eases their election—and they were com-
pelled to do his bidding.
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OSE LOPEZ RODRIGUEZ was born in
Orense, a province of Galicia, Spain,
emigrated to Cubs in his fifteenth year,
n: from the bhard conditions of the
Gallego peasant life. In Havasa for &
while he worked with pick and sbove:;, but
as soon as be could he abandoned such hard
manua! labor to work for an old second-
band book dealer, peddling the books from
bouss to house. Oune morning his aged
employer was found dead in his bed and
young Lopes Rodrigues, who slept om the
premises, was arrested om suspicion of
murder, but after spending some time in
prison he was released for lack of sufficient
eridencs to indict.

The widow of the murdered bookseller
continued the business and Lopes Rodrigues,
after bis releass from prison, returned to
his old employment. One morning the widow
was found hanging in her room, but me
gvidenee being found to confirm a suspicion

that there had been foul play !
of suicide was returned. By that time
the young employe bad saved up some
money and he bought the business. Ae-
cording to a story published in one of the
Havana papers the other day, Lopes Ro-
m.mmuu-m.hu-nm
& beggar woman who was reputed to have
secumulated by her extraordinary skill in
mendicancy no less than four thousand dol-
lars, and he extended to her the hospital
of his miserable quarters, permitting to
share with him-the ficor of the bookstore on
which he slept.

One morning the woman was found déad
on ber pallet of rags, but the savings were
jafled on

name it now bears, ‘‘Lo Moderna Poesia,”
soon began to show the effects of the energy
and intelligence which later was to make
its owner a multimillionaire. Living upon
almost nothing and working tirelessly, he
eteadily increased his trade and piled ome
dollar on another until with the pussage of

When, after the wealth of Cubans had
been drained by three rs of revolution
and embargo, the Amer fleet blockaded
Havana in 1588, Pote—for by that time he
had come universally to be knowm by his
sobriquet—was able to acquire for cash large
properties for a tithe of their value, and
when the Cuban Republic was set up he
was a rich man among men who had been
ruined. The latter were compelled to go
to him for cash which he alone was sble to
Joan. And so it came to pass that many of
those to whom the Government of the young
republic was entrusted were his debtors—
which he never allowed them to forget. L

WITH Cabinet officers, Senators and Con- \
gressmen in his debt and depending on
him for further favors, Pote was in a posi-
tion to dictate in many matters to his own
advantage, and he was not the man to
neglect his opportunities. Many measures
were introduced in the Congress at his be-
hest and passed; many contracts and com-
cessions were awarded him. It went bard
with any of his debtors daring to oppose
his will, and they soon learned the superior
advantages of obediences Thus, In the
formative stage of the republican state a
sysé¢th of graft, bribery and corruption was
developed to take the place of the vicious
Spanish rule from which Cuba had just beea
liberated, and the teachings of General Wood
and the honorable mem who had labored
with him so earnestly during the first inter-
vention in the establishment of homest ad-
ministration were npullified, to the woeful
detriment of public morality.

Perhaps the most important eoup achieved
by Pote in the first years of the republie
was the monopolistic contract obtained by
him for the printing of textbooks to be
used In the schools, for it enabled him at
once vastly to enlarge his printing and pub-

&ﬂarh-. coatless
tless, Pote Tuthlesg]y
followed his destj

lishing business. The secTetary
instruction went to jail for th.

deal, but Pote went on pmp.:j_n::. :::::::
interruption, in subsequent yeary qbtaining
the Government contracts for printing reve-
nue stamps and lottery tickets, with h
new contract enlarging his premises until now
La Moderna Poesia, fifteen years ago lodged
in an old one-story building, is a huge print-
ing establishment consisting of a great edi-
fice covering more than half g ety block,
with scores of linotype machines and the
most improved presses.

Although Pote's rapid rise to wealth
began during the first years of the republie.
the great money lender could do no business
with Cuba's first President. However weak
and venal some of those under him may
bhave been, the mustere old patriot, Estrada
Palma, who had learned abnegation and
thrift in his country's first war for inde-
pendence and the following long years of
exile, during which he conducted a school 1n
Central Valley, New York, was above the
promptings of avarice, and the presidential
salary of $25,000 was more than ample for
bis simple needs.

It was not until the presidency of Jose
Miguel Gomes that the great captain of
finance and master grafter found room for
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always pictured, even by the cartoonists,cf
hie own party.

President Gomez was a man after Pote's
own heart, and during bis administration
the pot boiled more merrily than ever before.
The national lottery was established and
Pote got the concession to print the tickets.
The printing of the revenue stamps was
given to Pote. A new Jai Alal concession
to take the place ofgthat which had expired
was graoted and given to Pote. The cou-
struction of the Roque Capal was given to
Pote. A bill was passed to renumber an
the housés in Havana, and the comtract
given to Pote, who proceeded forthwith to
plaster as many as four numbers om some
houses and the gate posts of the same, at $2
per number, the cost of the blue tin plague,
plus the labor of putting it in place, being
all of seventeem cents.

With money rolling In from these and
numberless other sources, scarcely leas pro-
lific, it was only natural that Pote should
look around for a bank in which to put it
all, so he bought the Baneo Nacional de
Cuba, or a controlling interest in it, put out
the then president, Edmuand G. Vaughan,
and putting in his own man, W. A. Mer-
chant, forthwith proceded to use the insti
tution as his own private property, wiit
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“Tell bim to get out of here and not to
come back until he-bas washed anu nmished

= dressing,’ Jordered Greble.

While &ubﬂt— be derived a certain satis.
faction from showing by his informal attire
the contempt that be felt for the well-
dressed, well-educated of high position
whom he could buy and sell at will, there
can be mo doubt that he was also con-
sulting his own comfort. Aecustomed until
middle life to going without coat or collar,
these articles of apparel must have causea
bim discomfort. That such was the case was
indicated on the first, and probably last,
occasion of his wearing a dress suit.

It was a great event, the opening of the
pew Banco Nacional Building, and there
was unlimited champagne, of which, there
being no charge, Pote partook freely. When
the reception at the bank was over Pote was
induced by some of the bank officials to

, adjourn with them to the American Club.

There also there were free drinks, under the
influence of which Pote, tiring of the re-
straint be bad put upon bimself, tore his
necktie and collar of and allowed his
rounded shoulders to slump forward into their
babitual slouch, ripping the dress coat from
the nape of the neck to the waist, so that
when later he was carried down the stairs
and dumped into a coach be presented some-
what the appearance of s seventeen-year
locust coming out of its shell,

POOR and ignorant through youth and

early manhood, all his energies devoted
to pgetting and saving money, Pote never
learned to enjoy any of the amenities of life.
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pewspapers of Havana and of his old
town in Spain. To biw vanity as much as
to his loss of money muy be attributed his
suicide, for a short tine before his death
be ezclaimed to his moet intimate friend,
after inveighing bitterly against men whom
be bad made only to have them turn against
bim in his adversity: **They have robbed
me, they have deceived me and every one
is now laughing at me "

]

WI{E.\' Jose Lopes Rodrigues was found
banging by a twisted sheet from the
balustrade of a winding stairs in his stately
residence, the mews of Pote's suicide
was told under peare beadlines on the fromt
page of every afternoon paper in Havana.

There is no record that Jose Lopex Ro-
driguez was ever married, but in 1909 be
made and placed in_charge of a motary a
bolographic will bequeathing bis estate to
be held in trust for a natural som.

Meanwhile, a string of newspapers owned
by a friend of the dead man are demanding
the prosecution of certain officials of the
Banco Nacional de Cuba and other men of
prominence whom in a letter founu om nwe
body Pote accuses of despoiling him by
forcing him to sign a document transferring
to them twenty-five millions to settie his
indebleduess to the bank of less than balf
that amount.

It is believed that after the payment of
all debts the estate of Jose Lopez Ro-
driguez will be worth somewhere around
ten million dollars, proving that it was not
the fear of peanury that drove Pote to end
bis life in the fashion by which his em-
ployer forty years age bad died and which
marked the beginning of bis own prosperity,

A Real Society Chorus Girl

By Margaret C. Jones

CHORC'! girls who are former society
debutantes are usually such only in the
minds of their press agents. But in the case
of Miss Suzanne Chase, of Washingtos,
daughter of Mrs. Voluey O. Chase and the
late Captain Chase, the metamorphosis bas
taken place in actual fact. =

The story of how Captain Chase, one of
the most populsr officers in Washington's
most exclusive soclety, literally worked him-
self to death early in the war as chief assist-
ant to Admiral Benson, director of nawal
operations, hag been chronicled T ‘many
parts of the country. But the 1lb 8% bow
his pretty, black-haired daughter, Susanne,
left the limelight of society to dance behind
the footlights has not spread to other citiss,
even through a oress agent, as yet.

Suzanne’s debut & few seasons ago giter
ber graduation from the National Cathedral
School in Washington was the signal for
extra preening on the part of less attractive
‘debs’’ and for the raising of critical lor-
guettes by appraising matrons with eligible :
sons.

Buzanne’s mother, before her marriage,
was Susan Brown, a member of one of
Washington's oldest and most respected
families. 8he holds the place she does in
eociety not through family alone, out also
because of her success 23 a water-color
artist, her paintings having won homorable
mention at many showings.

Buzanne’s oldes brother, Lieutenant Com-
mander N, B. Chase, is & prominent figure
in the naval wet, and a younger brother will
be graduated from the Naval Academy at
Annapelis this year.

Even as a child Susanne decided ghe
wanted to “‘do something,’” and when, after
a brief season as a feted debutante, she
announced that she wasn't satisfied with
being whirled from one social engagement
to another, her family agreed to let her go
to New York to study interior decorating.

Like many another girl, Suzanne bad
alwars had a secret desire to become an
actress. Her study of esthetic dancing bad
increased ber longing to go on the stage.

Consequently the proposal of a girl friend-

that they try to get a “job’" as chorus giris,
coming when Suzanne was earning o meager
salary in a New York decorator’s shop, tell
oun fertile sofl.

“We applied for jobs and got them,™
Susanne explained, in relating how she be-
came a chorus girl. “‘Oh, no, they didn't
give me a tryout or anything: I just toid
them 1 wanted to get into the chorus—
although I was scared stif when I ap-
prosched the manager—and they took me."
Apd the interviewer quickly grasped

{act that she “‘got it om bher face.”” Bhe
is of the stature most readily described as
-t l“l-"

As for Washington society, it talked of

*‘Suzanne on the

D nemtis & el
Miss Suzanne Chase, a society girl

who gratified her ambition to “de
something

bome on Riggs Place she had as her goest &
chorus girl friend.

“l1 find most of the girls in the chorus
very likable,” she satd. ““They are niee
girls, as & rule, though most of them are mot
well educated,” and she added “that the
reason she found chorus giris se companion -
-b:r_in many ways was that they are ned
artificial and are absolutely sincere.

“Artificial? Mercy no,” she said. “Why
most of them are so natural that they are
almost ‘back to natare.’ *

But Buzanne feels that m
will not be congenial to her nu:mur-.“.:;
career, although she declares that she would
find it difScult to forget its fascination as &

No Eye for Color

“ FRIEND of mine,” says a Britishee
now in this country, ““is & curate in
s local suburban parish in England, Rome
little time back he went up to Oxford to take
his master of arts degree, and the
Sunday appeared in the pulpit resplendeat
ir bis pew master of arts hood. 4 tew
nights later he was dining in the
& prominent parishioner and was amased
bear his bostess pleasantly remark:
* ‘Mr. Blank, that new hood of
doesn't suit you st all. I ean't
why you, with your complexion, chose
of all colors in the world. A
or an old gold would have suited
better and would have been far
tive. You men mever know how
I - " "
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